January 2018

The 26th German-Japanese Forum

Her Excellency Dr. Angela Merkel, Chancellor of Germany

His Excellency Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of Japan

Your Excellencies,

The German-Japanese Forum held its 26" meeting in Tokyo from Nov. 15 to 17, 2017
to discuss how to advance the relations between our countries. The discussions focused on the
urgent need to safeguard a liberal, rules-based international order and the opportunities
inherent in technological advances in robotics. On this occasion, we gratefully acknowledge
the hospitality extended to us by your governments at the reception given by the Japanese
Foreign Ministry, where we were welcomed by Minister Taro Kono and by the German
Ambassador von Werthern. The German members of the Forum particularly appreciated that
Your Excellency the Prime Minister took the time to meet with us on Friday, Nov. 17.

With this letter, we would like to share with you the conclusions and recommendations
reached from our discussions.

As has become the custom, we dedicated the first session to exchanging views on
recent political, economic and social developments in our two countries and regions, in
particular on the implications of recent elections both in Japan and Germany. In the second
session “A World without Global Leadership,” we focused on the grave dangers that presently
threaten the rules-based liberal international order, such as North Korea’s nuclear weapons
and missile program, a more assertive China, and the uncertainties surrounding U.S.
leadership. We were united in our deep concern about the present, very fragile state of
international order, and we are convinced that our two countries and your two governments

bear a particular responsibility to strengthen that order.

Given this current situation, our recommendations start with the need to
strengthen the United Nations in its contributions to peace and international security.

We recognize that any reform of the membership of the UN Security Council is unlikely in



the near future, but we feel that there are important opportunities for reinforcing the
effectiveness of the United Nations in other ways. We, therefore, recommend that Germany
and Japan cooperate and coordinate more closely to support the initiatives by Secretary
General Guterres to reform the UN organization and enhance its capabilities.

We agreed that our two countries should take every opportunity to work together to
keep the United States engaged as a responsive and responsible leader in this multilateral,
liberal rules-based order. We consider the challenges facing our countries in each of our
respective regions to be of mutual concern, not least because how they will be met will also
have a profound impact on the future of that international order itself. We, therefore,
recommend that your governments should establish annual meetings between the
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Defence (“two plus two”) to consult and coordinate
their policies on those challenges more closely.

We discussed at some length the dangers posed by North Korea’s nuclear weapons
and missile programs. In our view, those dangers need to be addressed through a combination
of persistent economic pressure, cooperation, and coordination, in particular between Japan,
the United States, and the Republic of Korea but also with China and Russia, with a view to
moderate North Korean behaviour, as well as communication with Pyongyang to avoid
misunderstandings.

Our third and last session “The Future of Robotics* dealt with the advances in the
robotics industries of our two countries, in which companies from our countries are world
leaders. Although the experience of the car industry suggests that extensive reliance on robots
need not necessarily result in an overall loss of employment, there can be no doubt that
robotics, in conjunction with technological innovation in general, will have far-reaching social
implications. Although both our societies face similar challenges and opportunities, attitudes
towards robotics in our two societies differ importantly: Japanese people generally appear to
emphasize opportunities, and the Germans tend to be more sceptical.

While cooperation in basic research seems already well established, we feel that our
countries could benefit from jointly exploring the ethical, social, political, and cultural
implications of advances in robotics. In this context, we see a particular need to strengthen
cooperation between our researchers and academics in the social sciences and humanities. We
also discussed the challenges of protecting “the internet of things” against criminal abuse or
hostile interference by external powers — another area in which our countries could benefit

from closer cooperation and coordination.



Once again, we would like to reiterate our deep felt appreciation for the continuous

support that Your Excellencies, Chancellor Merkel and Prime Minister Abe, provide to the

German-Japanese Forum. We are truly grateful for the interest shown by your governments in

our work.

Respectfully yours,

Matthias NaR

German Chairman

H. E. Dr. Angela Merkel
Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany
10112 Berlin

H. E. Shinzo Abe

Prime Minister of Japan
Prime Minister’s Office
Nagata-cho 2-3-1, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 100-0014

Eizo Kobayashi

Japanese Chairman
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