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Christoph Benn
Director of External Relations, The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria

Dr Christoph Benn joined the Global Fund in 2003 and is currently the Director of External
Relations. He has been responsible for mobilizing resources for the Global Fund almost since
its creation in 2002, through the management of replenishment conferences and spearheading
innovative approaches to resource mobilization including (PRODUCT) RED and Debt2Health.

Dr Christoph Benn is a physician (MD, University of Giessen) with specialist training in tropical
medicine (Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine) and Public Health (MPH Johns Hopkins
School of Public Health) with a Master’s degree in religious studies and social ethics (University
of Leeds).

He has more than 20 years of experience in global health with a special focus on AIDS and
infectious diseases. Prior to joining the Global Fund, he worked as a clinician in the UK,
Germany and as Doctor-in-Charge of a rural hospital in Tanzania. He also worked for several
years as Coordinator of an AIDS Control Programme in Tanzania. From 1994-1996 he chaired
the HIV/AIDS Working Group of the World Council of Churches in Geneva that developed the
AIDS policy for this ecumenical body. He became a member of the first Board of Directors of
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria representing Non-Governmental
Organizations from developed countries from January 2002 to January 2003. From 1998-2003
he served as Deputy Director of the German Institute for Medical Mission and helped during
this time to initiate several pilot projects to implement antiretroviral treatment, e.g. in Botswana,
Kenya and Russia.

Dr Christoph Benn has published widely in books and scientific journals not only on
international public health and HIV/AIDS but also on broader topics such as ethics and
interreligious dialogue.



